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But a far more serious question arises as we approach the summit of Comte's classification.   Through its inorganic stages and the vegetable and animal physiology at the next step, he is partitioning the scene which environs our existence; but now, at last, he arrives at the being himself who is so environed : it is Man that has here to get known; and man also that has to be the knower.    Does this make no difference ?   Does it allow the simple continuity of the previous method of procedure, as if this new object were also exposed freely to view in the outward field, and amenable to perceptive observation ?  This is precisely what Comte assumes, and what is required by his extension of the same axis through this crowning apex.    For reasons already stated, this assumption cannot be admitted.    Not the best eyesight in the world, with  the most  careful register and comparison of what it shows, whether applied to the movements of living populations or the surviving products of the dead, will tell you more of human kind than you have found it possible to learn of the swallows or the bees.   Yet certainly there is more to be known: there are phenomena which are invisible, nay, whole dramas of conflict and catastrophe behind the scenes, often constituting the very crises and defining the essence of life, to which we should be for ever blind, were we not ourselves the scene as well as the spectator.    It is true that this secret history does not die in silence: it speaks out in various forms of art and language: but these signs would say nothing to us, had we not in us the things signified.    Self-consciousness, in short, lifts the veil of a new world; and in that new world it is, and not in the physical and chemical, that is found the Humanity, personal and social, which it remains for us to know when we have finished the last page of our biology. The series is here broken, because we alight upon not merely phenomena that are sui generis, but upon a mode of knowing that is suigeneris ; and the laws that may emerge, being without contact, though parallel, with those already -determined, take up nothing of their contents, and have no